| came to the United States for my graduate study in 1984. | received a teaching assistant
scholarship from the Asian Studies Department at Seton Hall University in New Jersey. My first
TA responsibility was the Chinese language drills in listening, speaking and reading. Besides
working with the professors in the classroom, | also helped students in the language laboratory. |
started to teach the evening classes by myself after my first year graduate study. The John
Fefrancis' series we used at that time helped me to learn the Chinese grammar from American
perspective. | benefited from his work a lot.

After | graduated from Seton Hall University with master degree from the department of Asian
Studies, | taught Chinese/English Bilingual Social Studies at the High School of Arts and Design
in New York City for three years and also served as the program coordinator for one year. This
teaching and administration experience helped me to learn more about the public school system
in the US. | taught Chinese at Lehigh University, Indiana University in Indianapolis, weekend
Chinese schools and many other private settings. Currently, | am a full time Mandarin teacher at
Verona High School in New Jersey. Throughout my career, | have taught Chinese to students
from pre- school to adulthood.

Although teaching is my passion, it can get challenging sometimes. Peer support and
professional training are very important to me. Learning never ends, | hope | can be a better
teacher as the time goes by.
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